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PSA  PRODUCTION  UP  25  PERCENT 
IN  20  REPORTING  COUNTRIES 


Production  of  dry  edible  peas  in  20  reporting  countries  was  13.8  million 
bags  in  1959.  This  was  an  increase  of  2.8  million  bags,  or  25  percent, 
over  1958  and  was  slightly  above  the  1950-54  average.  Reported  produc- 
tion represents  only  a small  part  of  total  world  production,  which  is 
about  100  million  bags  annually. 

North  America- 

Production  in  the  United  States,  the  largest  producer  among  the  report- 
ing countries,  was  4.4  million  bags  — up  76  percent  from  1958.  In- 
creased acreage  and  generally  good  weather  in  Washington  and  Idaho, 
the  main  producing  states,  were  chiefly  responsible  for  the  larger  1959 
crop.  Production  of  Alaska  peas,  the  largest  class  grown  in  the  United 
States  was  almost  double  the  1958  crop  of  1.4  million  bags.  U.S.  out- 
turn of  all  other  classes  also  increased.  Canada's  1959  crop  of  590,000 
bags  was  down  14  percent  from  1958.  There  was  an  11-percent  decrease 
in  Canadian  acreage. 

South  America! 

Chile  and  Argentina,  produced  500,000  bags  of  peas  last  year.  This 
was  12  percent  less  than  1958  production.  Chile  produced  300,000  bags, 
of  which  about  12  percent  goes  into  export  and  the  rest  are  used  domes- 
tically. Both  Chile  and  Argentina  harvest  their  peas  when  Northern 
Hemisphere  countries  are  planting. 
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Europe : 

In  Europe,  12  reporting  countries  produced  7 million  bags  of  dry  peas  — 
11  percent  above  last  year  but  9 percent  below  the  1950-54  average. 

The  Netherlands,  largest  European  producer,  harvested  2.4  million  bags, 
up  17  percent  from  1958.  The  Netherlands  has  the  highest  yield  per 
acre  of  any  country  in  the  world  and  is  the  world's  largest  exporter  of 
peas. 

The  United  Kingdom,  another  large  producer,  had  one  of  the  best  crops 
ever  recorded.  Despite  decreased  acreage,  the  harvest  was  over  a million 
bags,  or  54  percent  above  1958  production.  The  quality  was  excellent. 

French  production  of  750,000  bags  was  considerably  below  the  1958  out- 
put, and  an  estimated  10  percent  of  the  crop  is  shriveled.  Under  the 
circumstances,  it  is  likely  that  imports  will  have  to  be  increased. 

Belgium  produced  almost  570,000  bags  of  peas,  a 24-percent  increase 
over  the  previous  year.  Harvests  in  the  remaining  European  countries, 
all  lesser  producers,  were  about  the  same  as  in  1958. 

Asia: 


Japan's  1959  crop  of  384,000  bags  was  up  17  percent  from  1958,  due  to 
increased  acreage  in  Hokkaido,  the  most  important  pea-producing  area. 
Japan  exports  some  of  its  superior  quality  peas. 

Turkey  only  recently  began  to  grow  peas  commercially,  but  it  is  gradually 
increasing  production.  Between  30,000  and  35,000  bags  were  produced 
last  year. 

Africa: 

While  Morocco  reports  a 1959  harvest  of  over  700,000  bags  (almost  60 
percent  more  than  the  previous  year) , trade  sources  say  the  size  of  the 
crop  is  overestimated  and  should  be  about  500,000  bags.  Algeria  produced 
70,000  bags,  a slight  increase  over  1958. 


PEAS,  DRY  EDIBLE:  Acreage  and  production  in  specified  countries 

average  1950-54>  annual  1957-59 
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100-lb.  bags.  2j  Office  estimate.  2j  Harvest  immediately  precedes  that  of  Northern  Hemisphere. 
Includes  gray  peas. 
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